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EU Swimming Invitational Presents... 

Welcome to the January edition of the EU Swim Newsletter. This month, we head to Ireland and England for the news. Our first article features 
the story of Irish student-athlete Seán Martin, who balances swimming and school with his love for the sport of climbing and photography. 
Next, we highlight the recent accomplishments of the Nuneaton & Bedworth Swimming Club from England. Long-time participants of the EU 
Swimming Invitational, NBSC is reaching for the stars in their swimming league and as we will see in the article, their hard work is certainly 
paying off. 

Do you have any articles or stories that you would like to share? Email them to newsletter@euswim.org. I look forward to hearing from you 
and hope you enjoy this motivational issue of the EU Swim Newsletter! 

 

Julia Galan 
Meet Director 

EU Swimming Invitational 

Please visit our website at www.euswim.org. 

Waterford Student Reaches for the Heights 
 

Waterford Institute of Technology’s Seán Martin, 21, is a man of many 
talents. The Irish student-athlete, who participated in the 2010 edition of 
the EU Swimming Invitational, is able to balance not only his studies and 
his love of competitive swimming, but also his interests in the sport of 
mountain climbing and amateur photography.  

Martin started swimming competitively at age 8, but had to give it up due 
to scheduling conflicts with other sports he was participating in at the 
time. However, his interest in the sport never died. When he had the 
chance to start competing again two years ago, he decided to make the 
effort despite balancing a full-time position as a student at Waterford I.T. 
Martin now swims for the love of the sport and for sharing interests with 
friends rather than for fast times or medals. He formed part of a group of 
five students from Waterford who headed to Switzerland for the EU 
Swimming Invitational 2010, an experience that he describes as the most 
rewarding of his career. Martin’s long-term goal involving swimming would 
be to complete a triathlon – a lot of hard training, he says, but definitely 
feasible. 

The pool is not the only place where Martin excels, however. He is also 
pursuing a career in the challenging heights of mountain climbing, a sport 
he has had an interest in since a young age, but had never been able to 
seriously participate in until college. “My parents had taken us for walks 
into the Wicklow Mountains for as long as I can remember. My first taste 
of climbing came when I was around 9 and I climbed the small cliffs off of 
the path through the Burren. It wasn’t until I moved into my new 
apartment last year and found out that my flatmate went climbing that I 
really got into the sport.” Martin and his flat mate have since set up a 
climbing club at the college, which several other students have joined. 
Martin’s most rewarding achievement in climbing so far has been to climb 
the frozen Mahon Falls in Waterford County, Ireland, which is no small 
feat.  

To record the breathtaking scenery around him while climbing, Martin has 
been able to use his photography skills to amazing purpose. His Flickr page 
is devoted to his hobby and you can check out his talents here : http://
www.flickr.com/photos/29235542@N02/with/5298131400/  

Well done Seán for pursuing your dreams and best of luck to you in the 
future! « 

Sean Martin (far right) and his fellow team-mates Mike McCarthy, Darragh 
O'Keeffe and Jonathan Grant heading to the EU Swimming Invitational. 

Climbing Mahon Falls  
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Nuneaton & Bedworth Dolphins Conquer Coventry 

 

It was another success filled day for Nuneaton & Bedworth Dolphins 
at the City of Coventry Open Meet, held on January 16th at Coventry’s 
Olympic pool. Showing no signs of rustiness caused by the Christmas 
break, the Dolphins took an impressive haul of 51 medals, including 19 
first places, and were able to win the trophy for the best visiting club.  

Event winners included Thomas Barrett, Jordan Finn, Scott Newman, 
Georgia Duffy, William Duffy, Lucas Williams, Noah Slinn, Jessica 
Sutton, Tamzin Finn, Lynden Holtom-Stott, Megan Pardoe, James 
Benjamin and Jessica Hurley-Smith, while Lauren Baraclough was able 
to win the award for the overall most successful swimmer using the 
BAGCAT points in the girls 10 years age group.  

The meet followed the Dolphins own impressive open meet held 
before Christmas with more than 1000 swims supported by swimmers 
from over 20 clubs.  

Highlights included the come-back of Jessica Fitton, who we featured 
in a previous article of the EU Swim Newsletter that documented her 
struggle with illness. In her first open meet in 9 months, Jess clocked 
near personal bests while her proud parents, Julie and Dave, looked 
on. Jess has reached her goal of returning to the pool and competing 
in a sport that she truly loves. This fierce competitor and gracious 
athlete is ready to tear up the water again and we expect more good 
things to come!  

Congratulations to the Nuneaton & Bedworth Swimming Club for their 
accomplishments! « 

 

Please visit our meet website: 
www.euswim.org 
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