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EU Swimming Invitational Presents... 

EU Swimming Invitational 2010: Eleven Countries, One Passion! 
Julia Galan 
Meet Director 
EU Swimming Invitational 
 

N early 300 swimmers from 11 different countries met in Neuchatel, Switzerland on the 23rd and 24th of October for the 2010 edition of the EU Swimming 
Invitational. The competition got the swimming season off to a great start for many of the swimmers, with numerous personal bests achieved and multiple 

meet records smashed.  

The weekend, however, was about more than just swimming performances. 
The multicultural atmosphere was alive with new sights and sounds: differ-
ent languages, different cultures mingled with energetic music and colorful 
flags, team banners and team uniforms displaying national pride. 

More prevalent than perhaps any other year, however, was a stronger 
sense of unity among many of the participating teams as we dealt with the 
challenges of a new country and experienced the simultaneous rewards of 
discovering humanity in many places and breaking through stereotypes to 
share similar interests and values. 

Challenging, rewarding, emotional, thrilling, dynamic. These are the words 
that really describe the EU Swimming Invitational 2010. Now that the week-
end has come and gone, what of the future? We live in troubled times, both 
economically and socially. And this is all the more reason to continue the EU 
Swimming Invitational initiative, developing the sport and allowing swim-
mers of all ages to participate in an international event while broadening 
their horizons at the same time! I truly hope that you feel the same and am 
looking forward to any comments you might have in that regard. Please 
contact me at julia@euswim.org. 

Also, please consider supporting this initiative in your own way through a 
donation. We welcome any and all contributions, which will go directly towards the EU Swimming Invitational and EUSwim.org affiliation. Apart from your contribu-
tions, we receive no additional funding from outside sources, so please help make the EU Swimming Invitational a special event for the swimmers and teams! 

MANY THANKS to all of you who made this year's edition such a stunning success! 

Please visit our website at www.euswim.org. 

ZV Utrecht Special 10 & Under Prize: Recognizing Young Talent 
 

O ne of the EU Swimming Invitational’s main objectives is to allow swimmers of all ages 
and levels to compete in an international event and to develop a love for the sport that 
goes beyond the temporary thrill of winning races or achieving faster performances.  

This year, a unique event took place that emphasized this objective in a truly meaningful way 
by recognizing the competition’s youngest swimmers, the 10 & under age group. Due to 
swimming regulations, swimmers 10 years and younger could only swim the 100 freestyle and 
100 breaststroke races as unofficial events this 2010 edition.  

To reward these swimmers for their efforts and for their participation, the ZV Utrecht 
swimming team representing the Netherlands offered a very special Dutch prize. The 
presentation ceremony took place on the Sunday morning of the competition, 24 October. 
Nineteen young swimmers were awarded specially engraved medals and a Dutch Swimming 
Federation cap, along with additional Dutch souvenirs. Utrecht coaches Wouter Paap and 
Friedo Van Huizen watched proudly as swimmers Courtney Van Huizen and Anne Kooijman 
presented the gifts, helped by several of their team-mates. Some parents happily snapped 
photos, others shared the joy from abroad via the live video. The moment was truly unique 
and memorable. 

Many thanks go to the Utrecht team for creating such a wonderful event during this year’s EU 
Swimming Invitational. The enormous smiles on the swimmers’ faces, their happiness, their 
parents’ joy, was a tangible demonstration of what the EU Swimming Invitational is truly all 
about. Hope you will join me in these sentiments! 
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“Jeux Sans Frontiéres” 
 
Maurice McCrohan 
Aer Lingus Swim Team 
Dublin, Ireland 
 

T hirty-six swimmers, Coach Alan Turner, three team managers and eight 
parents assembled at Dublin Airport on Friday 22nd October to fly to Geneva 

for the EU Swimming Invitational 2010 in Neuchatel. Caitriona Finlay arrived in 
style in her dad’s fire truck. (No, he doesn’t own the truck, it’s his work vehicle!). 

The group was one flight ticket short. Aer Lingus’ IT system thought the probabil-
ity of two Miss English’s travelling with the same date of birth was too high and 
only booked one of the twins in. All was resolved and we headed through to the 
plane. For those who have a fear of flying, praying to God or a stiff drink can ease 
the nerves. Perhaps, the next best thing is knowing that the pilot, Captain Paul 
McMenamin, is flying his children on the plane and is going to take extra 
care! Captain McMenamin welcomed us and the Trojan Swim Club team aboard, 
wished us all well for the Gala and Coach Alan Turner good luck in his water ballet 
competition! 

We landed, collected bags and the parental groups left to catch a train to Neuchâ-
tel. The swimming party were booked on a later train. The first mishap arrived to 
myself. Niall and I had a couple of minutes to catch our train. We descended the 
escalators. There was a man in front of me who had a luggage trolley on the 
escalator. This was a great idea when he got on the escalator, but not such a 
clever one at the other end. The wheels got stuck on the bottom lip of the stairs 
and he could not lift the trolley over! He started to fall and I fell too. Niall was 
trying to hold the two of us up, while Sheila, Joan, Billy, Denise, Mandy and Si-
obhan were watching on with amusement from the train carriage adjacent to the 
stairs! No injuries occurred and we boarded just in time! The train was late in 
leaving…well about two minutes late. Standards must be slipping? 

The train journey was picturesque. We seemed to navigate around a large lake 
with stunning mountain back drop. The train station stops were in the middle of 
towns. It reminded me of The Great Escape film scene where the German police 
and security are looking for Bartlett, the head escapee! The ticket inspector came 
through and I thought he said Bartlett, but it was actually Billets! He had a fancy 
ticket contraption that scanned our ticket print outs. But, it did not seem to work 
properly and he resorted to the “ticket tool universales”, the hole puncher! 

Our accommodation was found without hitch. We went looking for food, all very 
hungry at this stage. Neuchatel Central de Ville reminded me of France, which is 
not surprising being a French speaking area. The swimming teams were not at 
base by then as their buses could not take the full party of 40. The hostel was laid 
out in dormitories for groups of 6/7 and the swimmers had to make their own 
beds. A part of an overhead bunk became loose and struck Sinead a blow, but she 
was ok. Dinner for the swimmers was a combination of soup and Swiss style pork 
in a kind of sausage styles. The swimmers were ravenous, ate well and settled 
down for the night. 

The parental group indulged in La Brasserie, which specialized so much in home 
brewed beer that Sheila asked the waiter for wine! The waiter was crestfallen, but 
not to be perturbed, he offered us a small shot of the special home brew! The 
music in the bar was great, all 70s and 80s! We bowed out a reasonable hour as 
we were about to enter Gala World Time! The swimmers were at Le Nid-du-Cro 
well in time for the warm ups. We walked there from our hotel, passing Xenex 

Neuchâtel FC Football Ground. Le Nid-du-Cro, or the Crows Nest, rested on the 
lake in spectacular scenery …or so we were told as a mist had descended and we 
could not see across the lake! The viewing gallery for the parents was quite 
cramped. The swim area was well set up and the tannoy system crystal clear. 
Announcements were made in English and French. We were concerned whether 
our team would be competitive against the other clubs. Fionnan McMenamin set 
the tone for what proved to be a marvellous performance by winning gold in the 
first event 50 fly garcons Under 10! 

The rejoicing was tempered slightly by the news that Conor Turner was feeling 
poorly and had to be taken to hospital. Whilst the best medical minds in Switzer-
land A & E researched and sought to diagnose the problem, young Shaun Bonner, 
(perhaps a future doctor?) had his own theory which may have be closer to the 
mark: “It was the sausages!”, he told me and Billy. Luckily, Conor was released 
and able to swim on Sunday. The ALSC swimmers passed the time between races 
by playing the card game UNO. There were a few minor panics on the bank. Conor 
Mc “lost his polo shirt” when his younger brother Fionnan had it all the time!  

The swimmers had a great morning with too numerous achievements to mention 
here. But, a mention for Ciara who was reluctant to swim 100 fly, and she ended 
up getting into the final!  The swimmers and the parents adjourned for lunch .We 
trooped over to the University Canteen where a lunch awaited! Simple, except 
University buildings in the University town of Neuchâtel are as common as pubs in 
an Irish town. We eventually found the right one. Some of the younger swimmers 
caught a lift from a passing minibus! The swimmers, having been up since 06.00 
were ravenous and ate the curry and rice and some ate again again 
and  again…..as the canteen catered for seconds, thirds etc.!! 

The afternoon session commenced with a formal opening ceremony and parade 
of countries. Laura Potter led the Ireland teams out. Ireland had the largest num-
bers outside the Swiss. Finals afternoon saw gold’s for Faye, Niamh and Catriona 
English. Others male and female were well placed on the podium. The announcer 
got a little tripped up with the Irish names. SEE ANN CUNNINGHAM, SHIN AUD 

(Continued on page 3) 

Aer Lingus Swim Team walking on water....well almost 

Left: 10 & under swimmers from 8 countries 
proudly display their prizes, presented by the 

ZV Utrecht team from the Netherlands 
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MCCROHAN, GRAIN YA DELL ANN IE ,AL ARN KEY HO and KNEE AM MCDONNELL 
caused amusement. The finals wrapped up around 7pm. The families trooped into 
town and the swimmers caught their buses to the hostel where pesto filled pasta 
awaited. 

We walked back into town as Xenex Neuchâtel ground was emptying following a 
Swiss league game. The swimming parents who were walking back with me were 
a little concerned to see the security and riot police blocking off a road ahead, 
while they escorted the match losing away fans back into town. But that’s par for 
the course with football crowd control everywhere, just look at Shamrock Rovers!  

We then returned to the stadium area to a pizza restaurant and Friday nights 
parents group were joined by the McMenamins over to surprise their chil-
dren. We had a good night righting the wrongs of Irish sport and left the restau-
rant at a sensible hour. Following a long day in Gala world, I went out like a light. 
Sheila and Mandy were not quite as tired apparently, they had a knock on their 
door from reception to keep the noise down!! 

Day 2: Groundhog Day in Gala world is stumbling out of bed having cursed the 
alarm for going off so early, falling into the shower then down for a continental 
breakfast of croissants, rolls and coffee. We all brought deep pockets down with 
us. We were worried that our swimmers were not eating enough. We smuggled 
extra croissants and fruit into our fleeces and trooped off back to Le Croix for day 
two. 

The buzz around the place among the parents was feedback from home on the 
live feed from the EU Swimming Invitational website. The pictures were clear, the 
announcements clearer and results posted on the site within a short period. I 
started getting texts advising who had got into finals before the official announce-
ments. Others were getting texts suggesting, “will you tell the Dubs to shut up!” 
The microphones for the live feed were set next to where some of the Irish par-
ents were camped! 

On Day 2, the camera switched to the opposite side of the pool and the dulcet 
Dub tones were silenced! There was good news in that Conor Turner was back at 
the pool, Ellen Keane, who was also feeling under the weather on Saturday, was 
back and ready to swim! Déjà vu continued in terms of success. Fionnan kicked 
the day off with another under 10 garcon medal and many swimmers made finals! 

At the lunch break, the girl swimmers finished first and headed back to the Uni-
versity canteen for lunch. I walked back with them and it was good to see Alan 
Kehoe looking after the girls on their walk .The older swimmers were very good 
with younger ones. I left the swimmers to it and dreamed of sitting in a cafe 
having a slice of good Swiss cheese and fresh bread. My dreams remained just 
that as Sunday lunchtime in Neuchâtel is ghost town. Most places are closed. Niall 
was having a more bizarre encounter on his way back to the city centre when a 
stranger approached him, opened his coat to reveal a display of watches on the 
insides of his coat! “You want to buy a watch!” 

I was so hungry by then that if he had cornered me and was selling Swiss cheese 
and not watches, I would have bought the coat! I lunched on a sandwich and 
returned to the pool. I maintained an afternoon ritual of sips of water, down for a 
coffee and a bar and back up to the viewing area. 

Finals afternoon began with a parade of officials. The races commenced and the 

ALSC successes continued. Golds for Faye,  Niamh and Catrina English. There were 
some thrilling finishes in the pool, Robert Hynes winning the 200 Free by a frac-
tion of a second. The medal ceremonies continued with a procession of ALSC 
successes. I spent the last two hours of the Gala receiving text updates on the 
Arsenal v. Man City match and trying to attract the attention of Paul and Alan 
below me to update the scores! The finale was the relays and an award for best 
competing Clubs. The U12 girls relay team was narrowly beaten again by the 
Trojan A team. The U14 and U16 girls took gold. 

The boys relay teams were also successful. The organizers announced the boys 
had won best team and the girls were second to a German team by a small mar-
gin. More presentations followed and the photos are already on site. The parents 
trooped back to their hotels, whilst the swimmers got ready for the post race 
party. Sheila had one surprise left for Catrina and Tara English who were 16 that 
day. I don’t know how she did it, but she managed to organize a bakery in Neu-
châtel in advance to make a 16th birthday cake for the girls. It was a wonderful 
gesture and effort. 

The cake was presented at the party in the evening with a steam of party poppers 
and balloons. There were uplifting speeches mixed with techno music. The par-
ents returned to LA Brasserie where the beer waiter was off duty, and his replace-
ments were only too happy to show a more expansive wine list than on Friday. 
The bar restaurant closed up about 11.30pm. A few of us wanted a bit more time 
to finish our wheat beers .So, we kept passing cameras around to the waiters to 
take more pictures of our group! 

The swimmers adjourned to their hostel at a reasonably early hour, but were not 
ready for lights out. A game of dodge ball was organized? It was with a vortex ball. 
I am told the game petered out when someone threw the vortex out the window. 
The swimmers enjoyed a slightly later lie in. But their energy was unabated and 
games of basketball and football followed breakfast! My group of parents had a 
morning to kill in Neuchâtel before we caught the train. Our window shopping 
became literally window shopping, as the shops in Neuchâtel do not open on 
Mondays until 1pm.! We had one last coffee and headed for an earlier than 
intended train. 

We met up with swimming group in the airport and flew home without delays. 
There was slight concern on landing as a fire truck appeared on the runway to 
greet us! Was there a problem with our plane or an incident that we did not know 
about? All calmed down when the friendly face of John Finlay appeared from the 
truck! The swimmers gathered by the truck for one last photo before they en-
tered baggage reclaim! The swimming group arrived in a group and left the bag-
gage area as a group. No one was left behind. They walked through arrivals to 
tumultuous applause and a few tears from the waiting families! It was an emo-
tional end to a terrific trip! 

The swimmers performances exceeded expectations. Parental guilt at packing off 
our children on all the early mornings is eased by seeing how well behaved they 
were and how they enjoyed the trip. I would like to thank Niamh and the older 
swimmers for the way they looked after the younger ones, many of who were on 
their first trip away from their families. Thanks to Sheila for organizing our group 
trip. The hotel was conveniently located. Praise is due to Coach Alan Turner. The 
training schedules are paying dividends in performances. Finally a special thanks 
to Paul, Angela and Margaret. They worked extremely hard all weekend looking 
after the swimmers and had little opportunity to relax and enjoy Neuchâtel sights. 
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